EOLID WASTE ASSOCIATION

ol Nomh Amanca

CALIFORNIA CHAPTERS
FOUMDING
SIERRA
SOLDRUSH
LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE

it S alled.org

LEISLATIVE ADVOICATES
PaL 0 YO0
¥ ETTE IZOMEZ AGREDAND
ShgawsYoder, Inc
. 1416 L Srest, Suihe 200
Eocromenlo. T4 P81
CENE) Add-AbGa
EAX (916 A46-d315
| s ool Enong
wweH e i O D erorg

CHAIRE
RSSO JOHMNETSM
rAaroed Counby JEWn
Sohd Wasla Division
2222 M Shremat, Room 204
Mercea, CA 95340
(219 AB5-7388

Irjraco, mercend COLs

WICE CHAIR
GRACE CHAM
| & Cournmy Jonratcn Disingts
1955 Warkmon hilf Reod
WhiH e, CA SEa1
CEAIY ARG FAN) ex) 2402
geha @ acsd, crg

TREASURER
SOHM B ABERMETHY
Socrarnen|c County
QAE] Goethe Rood
Socramanto, A F5827
Q&) BF5A52Y
cbermetny RSocCounhy nel

SECRETARY
MARK URSIINAR PE
Ehaw Ersronmenial
& Infrostruchare
| 326 Nodh Marke! Boulewand
Sacromera, CA 8583
(R0 G2E-ATF
Ml i LIRput i T SR gr o, S

April 6, 2006

Bill Braliain,

California Regional Waler Quality Conlrol Board
Cenlral Valley Region, Sacramento Office
11020 Sun Center Dr #200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114

Comments Regarding Drall General Waste Discharge Requirements and
Monitoring and Reporling Program for Discharges of Green Waste for
Composting Within the Central Valley Regien

Subject:

Dear Mr. Braltain:

The Solid Waste Assaciation of Norlh America [SWANA) is composed of approximalely 7000
public and privale seclor solid waste managemenl professionals throughout Norlh America
dedicaled 1o ihe development and enhancemenl of environmentally and economically sound
practices and policies for lhe integrated managemenl of municipal sohid wasle. There are
approximately 900 members of SWANA in Califernia, and on lheir behalf | am writing to
express concerns regarding the proposed requiremenls for Monilering and Reporting Program
lor Discharges of Green Wasle for Composting within ihe Cenlral Valley Region.

California jurisdictions are under pressure to meel recycling mandates and composting
pperations are a significant component of jurisdiclions efforls lo meel lhose mandates. This
proposal would significanlly impair existing facilities and discourage lulure facilities from being
developed due to the excessive requirements.

Alihough the proposal was circulated lo a number of regulatory agencies, lhere was nol
suffician| circulalion to the pelentially regulaled communily and there was no known public
forum lo discuss lhis proposal. Specifically SYWANA is concerned reganding the following
issues:

+ The proposed design and monilaring requiremenls are excessive since here was
insufficienl data presenled on problems wilh existing green wasle operations

+ The reguirements would reguire revision lo olher sile permils polenlially including
Condilional Use Permils, CEQA documents, and solid wasle permits. These
approvals can lake several years o oblain. Thus lhe limeline for securing this
approval is unrealistic.

+ The definitions in Attachment A are inconsislenl wilih lhose adopled by the California
Inlegrated Wasle Managemenl Board afler several years ol debale by all interested
parlies. This inconsistency creates regulatory confusion when proposers are
considering siting composting facilities.

s |lis unclear how lhe proposed requirements will impact stockpiles of segregaled green
materials located al solid wasle facililies and stockpiles of woody malenals collected
{slash) irom local mandaled fire clearing aclivilies

o Allhough the proposed requiremenls do allow lor an "equivalent or better' engingered
allernative, we believe |hal a perdormance demansiralion, based on sile specific
charactenstics, thal the operalion as proposed would not adversely impact
groundwater [similar lo lhe liner performance demonslrations] should be added. The
“equivalent or beller” slandard inlers lhal lhe permeability of the pad would be the




performancz standard for the alternalive. There are many sifuations where groundwaier is deep and il

could be demonstraled that he prescriptive impermeable pad standard is nol required,

« The Cenlral Valley Regional Water Quality Conlrol Board's should provide specific data on krown
environmenial impacts [rom green wasle composling activities.

For these reasons, the Calilornia Chapters of SWANA urge you to delay processing this proposal until
workshops can be held throughoul the region and input incorporated inlo a revised proposal.

Yyvetle Gomez Agredano
Legislative Advocale
SWANA, Calilomia Chapters

e Frances McChesney, Office of Chief Counsel, SWRCB, Sacramento
James Giannopoulos, Slate Water Resources Conlroi Board
Joe Melks, State Waler Resources Conirol Board
Howard Levenson, Depuly Direclor California Integrated Wasle Management Board
R. Scotl Johnston, Chair, SWANA Califomia Chaplers Legislative Task Force
Mark Urquhart, Secrelary, SWANA California Chaplers Legislalive Task Force




